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Evolution of Human Motifs in Tile works of Isfahan Historical
Bathhouses. From Safavid Period to the End of Qajar

Jamileh Mansouri Jezabadi* Hashem Hoseini™

Abstract

Bathhouses were considered as locations for the presence of various classes of society
members in the past and their walls were decorated with colorful tiles and various patterns.
The human patterns drawn on these tiles are concerned as one of the most noticeable
elements in reflecting the social, cultural, and artistic conditions of that community.
These motifs with various themes and different designing methods were always under
consideration. In order to explore the human patterns drawn on tile-works of historical
bathhouses and their features in Isfahan, it has been dealt with introducing and studying on
them in this paper and tried to present the characteristics of human patterns on tile-works
through expressing the existing commonalities and differences of human patterns on tile-
works of bathhouses in Isfahan and other Iranian cities and analyzing the relationship
between these patterns and the portraitures of that era. For this purpose, answering to
these questions has been considered: What themes and features do human motifs applied
on tile-works of Isfahan bathhouses have? What changes they had and what factors
have influenced on these patterns during the studied period. In addition to identifying
the characteristics of human patterns such as the many themes regarding the court and
the lack of some concepts such as mythological and athletic themes, the results indicate
the direct influence of Isfahan painting school and Qajar paintings on the human patterns
of Isfahan bathhouses tile-works. Using human motifs as the main subject of paintings,
painting method in tiles, the quality of lines and designing patterns on the drawn muscles
and clothes, the effect of westernization and the method of drawing figures and faces, all
indicate the presence of portrait artists and painters together and the influence of paintings
on human patterns of bathhouses tile-works. This research has been conducted with
descriptive — comparative method and library and field studies data collection.

Keywords: Isfahan, historic bathhouses, tile works, human motifs, visual features.
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