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The Role and Function of Pottery in Assar Khanehs
of Isfahan Province

Akram Ebrahimzadeh® Ahmad Salehi Kakhki™

Abstract:

From ancient times to the present, Assar Khaneh as one of the important industrial centers
in big cities has different dimensions which tools, instruments, knowledge and science
related to this industry put hand in hand to produce products extracted from oilseeds with
multiple uses. Since producing oil products requires a long time and efficient forces, they
were worthwhile products which need suitable conditions and storage equipment. In this
regard, due to the significant role of pottery in Assar Khanehs, the present study seeks to
answer the following questions: 1.What are the characteristics of pottery used in Assar
Khanehs? 2. What is the role and function of pottery in Assar Khanehs? 3. Pottery in Assar
Khanehs are placed in which category of pottery? The present paper has used descriptive-
historical approach, and specifies the characteristics of Assar Khaneh dishes, especially
pottery and big crocks for carrying and storing oil, by relying on written resources and
observing some Assar Khanehs in Isfahan province. In addition, similar containers and
dishes from the past time have been presented. The result of the research shows that Assar
Khaneh potteries have different glaze, shape, size, and specially function in various parts
of the Assar Khaneh, in such a way that some of them are placed in the floor to take oil,
some are put in the walls to store, and others are used to store and carry oil. Therefore,
these dishes are special kind of pottery which are produced for workshops and they can
be introduced as local pottery.

Key word: Assar Khaneh, Isfahan Province, Local Pottery, Big Jars of Clay, Storage
Container
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