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Abstract

The antiquity of bow and arrow in Iran extends beyond the history and goes back to the era
of myths. This weapon was considered not only as a tool used for hunting and military purposes
in the political structure and livelihood economy of ancient Iranian societies, but also it has had
a special and considerable status in the past history and culture of this country in relation to
symbolic concepts. In the process of history, the significant and impressive manifestation of this
instrument in the valuable and excellent artistic and national works implies the importance and
significance of this instrument in expressing the ideology as well as the political and cultural
structure of Iranian society. The present research, by studying the reflection of the role of the
bow and arrow in artworks, seeks to answer the following question: How have the symbolic
identity and status of the bow and arrow appeared in the process of history and culture of Iran
from prehistoric eras to the Islamic period? In terms of nature and methodology, the current
research has been carried out with a historical-analytical approach and the data collection has
been performed using a library method. The purpose of this research is to identify and explain
the concept of the role of the bow and arrow in the works remained of the past Iranian eras. The
results indicate that the role of the bow and arrow in the prehistoric works and the valuable art
works of the historical period, including the Elamite, Median, Achaemenid and Parthian periods,
such as rock reliefs, seals, plaques, wall murals and coins, in addition to their critical effect on
military techniques and operations, has also manifested in relation to the symbolic and cultural
concepts of their time. In the early Islamic era, the bow and arrow archetype, due to the emergence
of Islamic culture and thought, diverged from the symbolic meanings of its previous eras, and
often manifested its identity structure in the form of symbolic concepts, especially in relation to
astronomy. The presentation of a new ideology by Islam not only influenced the physical aspect
but also the structural aspect of this type of artifacts. In this period of time, the bow and arrow
often appeared in paintings, metal containers, tiles and textiles. Although the political and cultural
structure of societies varies in different times, what seems important is to preserve the semantic
aspect and the status of symbolic concepts of bow and arrow in the process of historical and
cultural developments and changes in Iran.
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